
INTERVIEW WITH ALICE NOTLEY

cause he was drinking too much. And also a lot of people in Needles {California} were 
flying, and they were crashing. 

MGT: So what’s Needles like? Lots of tumbleweeds I’m guessing. Did you build 
tumbleweed forts in Needles?

AN: No, no tumbleweeds.  It’s south of Joshua Tree. I remember making a house with 
blankets on top of creosote bushes. But you’d go in the gully and make a fort, you made 
forts.

MGT: That desert landscape is about survival right?  To be a plant in the desert you 
have to try harder than if you were a plant in the rainforest.

AN: There is this gigantic ancient creosote bush in the Mojave Desert that’s been 
carbon dated to be about 13,000 years old.

MGT: That goes back to time.  In the time of rocks and planets, we’re very all very 
miniscule.

AN: But the mind is very large--probably as large as the universe--so it’s better to think 
of that.  The planet is very local, but I don’t feel very local. I don’t think I’m a local be-
ing. I don’t think that way. I can think any way I want to because I have a large mind. 

MGT: What’s the first book you ever read?

AN: I have no idea. I think I knew how to read before I admitted it to myself. It was 
probably something like The Saggy Baggy Elephant.  This was this a book about this 
little girl who would go through the jungle, and she would meet animals and they 
would have a problem, and she would help them. Then they would say to her, “Thank 
you little girl, you are kind and brave and beautiful.” I have a copy of that book as a 
grown-up. The Saggy Baggy Elephant still exists, my granddaughters know it. I r
emember one time I did something for my father and he said to me, “Thank you little 
girl, you are kind and brave and beautiful,” and it made me feel terrific. 
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